
 
Middle School Friday Letter 
9/9/16 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Thank you everyone that attended BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT! 
 Drivers Needed Oct. 7th, 14th and 28th to the Exploratorium.  Drop 

off at 9:30 am pick up at 2:00 pm.  You can drop and go or stay and 
join us! 

 Congratulations to our ACADEMIC ALL STARS of the week for their 
leadership both academically and socially: 

 Ronny Estrada   6th Grade 
 Noob Bham   7th Grade 

 Outward Bound  This will be in most Friday posts.  We are 
organizing it throughout the year, mostly needing paperwork and 
meeting dates. 

 Thanks to all parents who signed up at Back to School Night! 
We will be putting together that list and will be in touch soon 
with the details for the 9/14 Marin Headlands Trip. 

 
Science  Both 7th and 8th (*Drivers Needed Oct. 7th, 14th and 28th) 

 7th  In Science this week, 7th graders began researching 3 big units 
at the same time and looking at how they relate.  Cells, 
photosynthesis and DNA are the topics intertwined with projects for 
the next 2  3 weeks.   

 8th  This week in science we began looking at the atom and also 
working on our interactive notebooks.  Students will be engineering 
next week and creating a cart for PE made out of PVC pipe and 
wheels. 

 
English Language Arts  7th and 8th Grade  This week in both classes we 
concentrated on writing.  We started out with a Narrative Essay followed by 



a Persuasive Essay, and ended the week of writing with a Descriptive 
Essay. I enjoyed reading all of their different essays and was quite 
impressed with their creativity on all the different topics that we addressed.  
Remember MAP testing starts Monday.  There will be no Homework during 
the testing period. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ELA  7th and 8th Grades 
          First I’d like to say it’s been a pleasure getting to know your children 
these last couple of weeks.  They are delightful.  With that said, being a 
new teacher with Willow Creek Academy, our first week began with 
introductions. We engaged in several activities, writings,  and inclass 
discussions that incorporated the theme of ‘getting to know you.’ 
Accompanying that we, as a class, created our own class procedures and 
rules that we posted on the classroom walls. 
      As we entered our second week of school my focus turned to assessing 
students abilities, beginning with “Reading Closely for Textual Detail.” This 
is a fourday unit that concentrates on questioning and analyzing the text’s 
topic, information, and structure.  



     I look forward to meeting you at BackToSchoolNight on Wednesday, 
September 7th. See you then! 
   
 
Social Studies 

7th Grade :  Our Illustrated Timeline should be complete on Monday! 
After it is complete, we will be able to see everything that we will be 
learning this year in a chronological order.  Next week, we begin 
using our History Journals to record all of our research.  The Fall of 
Rome seems like a great place to start!  All Hail, Caesar!!! 
 
7A has begun the important process of clearing out our Project Yard. 
This is where some of our large projects will be kept.  Hope you all 
have a chance to come by and see the end results!  First up 
(combined with Science):  Building Walls/Castles -- Why we built 
them, how we built them, and what did they symbolize to the people 
on either side? 
 
8th Grade :  We find it interesting that current events allow us to 
focus on Native Americans and their history in North America. 
After reading an excerpt from a the petition from the Cheyenne 
Indians to the United States Government found in Tocqueville's, 
Democracy in America, we were able to make connections to current 
events in North Dakota.  Earlier this week, we began reading 
Howard Zinn’s, A Young People’s History of the United States, and 
now understand that there are many views and perspectives to 
consider in our study of the past, present, and possible futures. 
 
Next week, we will learn more about the Iroquois League of Nations, 
and how it reflected some of the ideals found in the Age of 
Enlightenment.  It’s exciting to know that Benjamin Franklin was 
fascinated by the League and studied it prior to the Constitutional 
Convention. 

 
MATHEMATICS 
 

It was great to reconnect with families on Wednesday night! Thank you so 
much for your concern over providing the best for your children. I want you all 



to know that I am a partner in your child’s education, and that I’m happy to work 
you you on specific concerns. 

 
Accessing Materials: 

I cannot add parents to the google classroom at this time, but I’m happy to 
email the weekly announcements. Thankfully, every single student has accessed 
and posted on google class, so please have your kids show you the course 
announcements as well as the online book at sso.cpm.org.  
            There has been some concern over handouts. I would like to reduce the 
paper load, especially since we have several paperless options available, but I 
understand that some would prefer to have a physical document. I always have a 
few physical homework handouts as well as a copier in my class. 
 
7th Grade:  

 
We dove hard into the curriculum on Monday, getting into the habit of 

reading closely and working together toward common goals. We also made sure 
that each student is able to access google classroom and their online book. Our 
current unit is on probability, which we will get deeper into at the conclusion of 
MAP testing. 

 
8th Grade: 

 
The 8th graders are working on graphing, and did some awesome work in 

recognizing parts of a graph, their meanings, and constructing graphs that 
defined attributes of their teams. They also wrote and analysed some really great 
“graph stories” in which their created story had to match a graph which I 
provided. 

http://sso.cpm.org/


 
Editing a “graph story” 

 
 
 


